Talking Points:
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Institutional Development Award (IDeA) program was established in 1993 to enhance biomedical research capacity and capability in states that have historically been underrepresented in federal research funding.  The 11 currently funded Clinical & Translational Research (CTR) programs are components of the NIH/NIGMS’s IDeA program and were initiated to accelerate the transition of “discovery” to clinical assessment, validation and application.  This program is uniquely positioned to assess healthcare services, policy and outcomes, and to develop biomedical research capacity and capability in 23 states and Puerto Rico.
· The funded IDeA-CTRs share the vision to reduce the economic impact of healthcare services and are dedicated to addressing healthcare disparities encountered by the medically underserved communities in rural and urban areas, as well as the broad-based healthcare challenges that are prevalent in IDeA states.
· CTR programs embrace a responsibility for fostering community outreach and partnerships to impact prevention, early detection, treatment and survivorship of life-challenging diseases in both rural and urban settings.
· The CTR leadership communicate monthly to strategically pursue multi-state collaborations and explore expanded opportunities for development, refinement and increased effectiveness in programmatic operation to expedite bi-directional translation of discovery and clinical applications to address shared burdens of disease.
· The CTRs utilize metrics to objectively evaluate expectations and effectiveness for all components of their programs.
· The IDeA-CTRs are committed to maximizing opportunities to engage participants – scientists, physician investigators and clinicians – in clinical and translational research within and between CTR programs through state-of-the-art instrumentation, technology and resources to enhance investigation locally, regionally and beyond.
Professional Development:
· IDeA-CTRs provide added value to initiate and sustain biomedical research initiatives in participating states that align with regional healthcare requirements and can be further developed and credentialed for highly competitive NSF and NIH grant mechanisms.  Examples of the support are professional development/mentoring, research design/analysis, and funding for pilot grants.
· CTRs provide a mechanism to train junior investigators and engage established investigators in clinical and translational research in states that otherwise do not have the support system for this type of career development.  
Community Engagement:
· IDeA-CTRs provide the infrastructure and resources that are uniquely required to develop and sustain clinical and translational investigation, including equitable partnerships with communities.  
· The CTR programs explore and expand, on a continuing basis, opportunities to individually and collaboratively capture engagement in initiatives for advancing quality of life through translational investigation.
· The CTRs recognize, appreciate and emphasize approaches that efficiently and transparently share data with healthcare providers, other investigators and with the communities they serve.
